
Mike Rocha has been performing since he first found music in 1992. Since picking up the 
trumpet at age nine, Rocha has carved a unique path to a successful and eclectic career as a 
professional musician in Los Angeles.  
 
In high school Rocha performed in both the California All-State Honor Band and Jazz bands, 
won concerto competitions, toured Brazil with the Sacramento Youth Symphony as their 
principal trumpeter, and toured Japan with the Monterey Next-Gen band as their lead trumpeter.  
 
After touring Japan, the Next-Gen band reconvened for a performance at the famed Monterey 
Jazz Festival where they were joined by jazz greats Wynton Marsalis, Victor Goings and Vincent 
Gardner.  
 
Rocha went on to the renowned Berklee College of Music where he graduated Magna Cum 
Laude with a degree in Trumpet Performance. While at Berklee, Rocha shared the stage with 
greats such as Dave Douglas, Marcus Miller, Terence Blanchard, Greg Hopkins, Tiger Okoshi, 
and many more.  
 
After Berklee, Rocha toured with the Glenn Miller Orchestra for all of 2008 as their jazz 
trumpeter. The band traveled to 48 states, three times across Canada, and spent a month in 
Japan, performing over 300 shows that year.  
 
After touring, Rocha taught music performance at the San Joaquin Delta College alongside 
drummer, Brian Kendrick and pianist, Aaron Garner, while planning his move to Los Angeles to 
attain a seat amongst some of the finest musicians in the world. 
 
Under the mentorship of David Roitstein, John Fumo, Ed Carrol, Larry Koonse, Joe Labarbara, 
Darek Oles, and Paul Novros, Rocha earned his master’s degree in Trumpet performance and 
Composition from the California Institute of the Arts, thus beginning his freelance career in 
music. 
 
Since graduating, Rocha has recorded on several major films, platinum selling albums with 
Gwen Stefani and Bob Dylan to name a few, and can be seen and heard performing all over the 
city with the likes of Gordon Goodwin, Lorde, John Daversa, Miguel Atwood-Ferguson, Geoff 
Stradling, Alan Chan, Vardan Ovsepian, at Disneyland, and in his own, original music group, the 
Lappitt-Rocha Sextet. 


